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Our goal for this year’s conference was to disrupt the  

status quo, to challenge the way we think, the way  

we act and the way we tackle the opportunities that come  

our way. I believe we succeeded. Our theme, Game On—  

Not Business as Usual, acknowledged that the pace and  

scope of change within our industry has made traditional 

thinking obsolete. Business challenges that were once 

unthinkable, now dominate our landscape, impacting our 

bottom line and future plans. The theme also recognized  

the endless possibilities available to us within our current 

environment.

Among this year’s speakers were those who reminded  

us that what we do matters to this country and to Canadians, 

that diverse teams and thinking make us stronger and  

that the Canadian-U.S. relationship is the most successful, 

peaceful relationship in world history. Speakers also provided 

insights into the future of retail, measuring and reducing  

food waste within our supply chains, marketing to the 

segmented Canadian audience and an economic outlook.

We also brought the fun! The exceptional McCormick  

Flavour Forecast banquet dinner, ping-pong, “A-ha-moments” 

and unparalleled networking contributed to an engaging, 

interactive and inspiring conference. 

I hope you take our optimistic theme, Game On — Not Business 

as Usual, and apply it to your businesses and beyond. 

 

I look forward to seeing you again at next year’s conference — 

on Oct. 10-11, 2019.

Michael Graydon

CEO, FCPC

Thank you to all who joined us for the 2018  

CEO & Executive Leadership Conference,  

set against the backdrop of the four-diamond, 

five-star luxury White Oaks Conference  

Resort & Spa in Niagara-on-the-Lake.  
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http://www.whiteoaksresort.com/index.html 
http://www.whiteoaksresort.com/index.html 


FCPC 2018  
CEO & EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP  
CONFERENCE

This year’s Board Dinner took place  

at one of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s newest  

wineries, The Hare Wine Co. Board  

members networked in the rustic setting  

over a memorable meal and wine  

pairings.

BOARD DINNER

http://theharewineco.com/
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“The fundamental goal of 
government is to make  
a better world, a world that  
is safe from war and safe  
for democracy, a world free  
from deprivation and free  
from degradation.”

BRIAN MULRONEY

Former Prime Minister of Canada 

When Amazon looks at  
a grocery bag, what they see  
is a bag of data. Amazon  
believes they will have enough  
data on individuals and  
households to become predictive, 
to ship you things before  
you order them.”

DOUG STEPHENS

Retail and Consumer Futurist

What you do matters to  
this country, to the economy,  
to the health and wellness  
of Canadians and to  
providing jobs.”

ARLENE DICKINSON

“Dragon” on Dragons’ Den
CEO of Venture Communications 
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“The food and ag-sector is the 
single biggest opportunity to turn 
the world around…it has at its 
finger tips the biggest technologies 
available to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions and to improve habitat 
and wildlife diversity globally.”

TRISTRAM STUART
Award Winning Author 
Environmental Expert

“The top three things Canadians  
are looking for in their brands  
are trust, quality and being 
Canadian.”

MARY CHAMBERS 
Chief Strategy Officer
McCann WorldGroup Canada

“We have a skills gap in this 
country…we need to rethink 
education. I see nothing  
wrong with getting a BA  
in history and a minor  
in plumbing.”

BENJAMIN TAL
Deputy Chief Economist
CIBC World Markets



“Commit to count. We need to 
measure and track diversity  
goals just like we track and measure 
other areas of our business.” 

A panel of industry leaders discussed  

best practices, key lessons and practical ideas 

on how a D&I strategy can improve your 

organization’s performance and bottom line.

LEFT TO RIGHT

TANYA VAN BIESEN 

Executive Director 

Catalyst Canada  

(Moderator) 

LESLI BRADLEY

President & CEO

Sun-Rype Products Ltd.

JEREMY DAVEAU

General Manager

Mars Wrigley Confectionery

BEENA GOLDENBERG

CEO 

Hain Celestial Canada

GARY WADE

President

Unilever Canada Inc.
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2018 Award of Distinction Recipient 

Tom Gunter

Executive Vice President and General Manager (retired),  

Fiera Foods Company and Former President,  

ConAgra Foods Canada

FCPC presented this prestigious award to Tom in recognition  

of his many contributions to the Canadian food and consumer 

products manufacturing industry over the past 35+ years.  

Tom supported FCPC as a Board and Committee member;  

he assumed the role of Board Chair in 2013 and 2017,  

providing leadership and critical perspective on many  

different industry issues.

“Tom Gunter is well known for his strong commitment to 

people development and mentorship,” said Michael  

Graydon, CEO, FCPC. “It is a privilege to honour and celebrate 

Tom’s leadership within the CPG industry as well as his 

dedication to FCPC throughout his career.”

FCPC’s Governance Committee bestows this award on 

occasion where there is a deserving individual whose 

achievements and contributions to FCPC and the Canadian 

food and consumer products manufacturing industry 

demonstrates excellence. The recipients are celebrated  

and honoured by their peers at the CEO & Executive 

Leadership Conference. 

McCormick Canada’s Flavour Forecast Dinner

Disrupting the status quo was most evident at this year’s 

banquet dinner. Hosts Juriann Snellen, Executive Corporate 

Chef and Lysang Lay, Marketing Manager CFS at McCormick 

Canada, led the audience on a tour of the top five global 

flavour trends in 2018. This remarkable dinner fed our curiosity 

and inspired a spirit of discovery.
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“Tom Gunter is well known for his strong 
commitment to people development and 
mentorship,”

MICHAEL GRAYDON 

CEO, FCPC.

TOM GUNTER

JURIANN SNELLEN
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We’ve got all the 
right ingredients
Delivering sophisticated, practical advice to the food and  
consumer products industry for more than 125 years. 

Let’s talk. 

Chris Hersh

416 869 5387 | chersh@casselsbrock.com

casselsbrock.com

Cassels Brock - Oct 17/17
FCPC Full Page Ad
8.5” x 11” portrait

Submitted by: Heather Murray
hmurray@casselsbrock.com
416 869 5782 - fax 416 642 7137 

Please PRINT a hard copy of the 
file and either FAX it or SCAN and 
EMAIL it back to me, thanks!

“I thought this was one of the best 
FCPC conferences I have been to. 
The organizing team did a stellar 
job on the speakers!”

CAROL STEWART

President, Kellogg Canada & Chair
FCPC Board of Directors



NETWORKING  
DAY 1 & 2

Networking with industry peers and sharing  

best practices draw FCPC members to the 

conference year after year.
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SUPPORTING SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSOR

DIAMOND SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR SILVER SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO OUR  
SPONSORS
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“An excellent event this week!  
The speaker line-up was one of  
the best in recent memory,  
and the sequencing was perfect.”

TOM GUNTER

Managing Director
T.A.G. Marketplace Consulting Inc.



2019 CEO & Executive 

Leadership Conference: 

October 10-11, 2019

April 10, 2019 

Supply Chain Symposium 

May 15, 2019  

Sales & Marketing 

Symposium 

June 17, 2019  

Annual Charity Golf 

Tournament

Check www.fcpc.ca/events 

for additional events 

throughout the year.

SAVE THE DATE UPCOMING EVENTS“From the personal service to the 
attention to details, as a delegate,  
I felt welcomed and was inspired  
by the speakers and the program 
overall!”

DIANE J. BRISEBOIS

President & CEO
Retail Council of Canada

SAVE THE DATE &  
UPCOMING EVENTS
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http://www.fcpc.ca/events 

